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WIDEMAN 
BY DANIEL UEBBING 
Today a slate of jagged metal 
shot up through inches of armor 
splitting my battle-buddy in half 
The charred truck I saw 
at firm base four, 
the death place of a young red-cheeked 
mechanic, who'd hug me every time 
I saw him. 
This embrace, this shield, 
The resiliency of the enlisted men, 
Unable to shoot back, 
You cannot fathom. 
We go our separate ways, 
Smoke a cigarette and shoot the shit 
with Lieutenant Deck 
who said he died instantly -
he would know, 
he sat right next to him. 
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